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previously but thrice refused) was set up; and thus for three
seats, there were four names. Elimination of Gopalakrishnayya,
however, was out of question; and he still came in as one,
though he himself was absent from the house. And the clever-
ness of the leaders ousted a poor non-Brahmin from Madras,
who should otherwise have been there.

The leaders thus did their best to keep out Gopalakrishna-
yya from the Committee; but when that was found not possible,
as a last resort, they tried the strength of their numbers, and
pitched upon Mr. Kaleswara Rao as their nominee for the chief
secretaryship. The house by that time had beoDme half-tired
arid half-deceived; and Mr. Kaleswara Rao was elected to the
chief secretary^ place.

The news of his election was communicated to Gopalakrishna-
yya ; and Sjt, Sambamurty and two others went to his place to
induce him to accept the newly proffered secretaryship. Gopalakrish-
nayya was not unwilling to hearken to reasonable persuasion ; and
had no objection to reconsider his resignation, if his services
were really required. He, however, opined that the preferred
secretaryship, or a second to Sjt. Kaleswara Rao, seemed to be
rather a dummy affair; and, if it was proposed to be given
him as a sine cure for his past services, then he would have none
df the kind, because he could, if need be, " wipe off his own
tears, '* arid a consolation prize to him was unnecessary. On the
other hand, if he was assured that his services were really required,
then, he was prepared to come back; and, as a test, he instanced
that if the administration of certain departments, like National
Education, Ramadandu (Volunteers) and National Service
Dtsaradhaka Brwdam, was entrusted to him, he would cheerfully
accept their responsibility. The intermediaries felt satisfied
with that position; took a letter of qualified withdrawal, couched
in the above terms; and returned to the meeting.

Gopalakrishnayya's letter was conceived in a spirit and couched
in a language which was far beyond the comprehension of the
nouse which had assembled to decide his destinies; and it was
therefore, easily misunderstood by some and misintcarpreted fay